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Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that 
10,817,000  persons  were  living  on  farms 
in  the  United  States  in  April  1967--a 
decline  of  about  778,000  from  April  1966 
(table  1).  The  chances  are  about  one 
out  of  five  that  a  decline  of  this  mag- 
nitude or  greater  would  have  been  obtained 
from  the  survey  sample  on  which  the  data 
are  based,  even  if  no  actual  change  had 
occurred  in  the  farm  population  between 
1966  and  1967.  However,  the  annual 
surveys  have  shown  a  continuous  decline 
since  1955. 

Between  April  1966  and  April  1967 
an     estimated     1,150,000    persons    of    all 


ages  either  moved  away  from  farms  or 
lived  on  places  that  were  removed  from 
the  farm  category  because  agricultural 
production  for  sale  ceased.  Actual  mi- 
gration is  thought  to  be  the  larger  of 
these  two  components,  although  exact 
figures  are  not  available.  This  farm 
population  loss  was  partly  offset  by  299,000 
persons  who  either  moved  to  farms  or 
lived  on  places  from  which  agricultural 
product  sales  were  begun  or  resumed 
during  the  year.  Consequently,  the  esti- 
mated net  loss  to  the  farm  population 
from  migration  and  cessation  of  farming 
was  851,000  persons.  The  excess  of 
births    over   deaths   to  farm  people  during 


Table    1. — Preliminary   estimates    of   farm  population   and   components   of   farm  population 
change,    United   States,    April   1966-67   and   annual   averages,    April   1960-67   1/ 


Farm  population  and   components    of  change 


April   1966-67 


Annual   averages, 
April   1960-67 


Farm  population,    April   1967 , 

Natural    increase , 

Births , 

Deaths 

Net    change   through  migration   and 
reclassification   of  residence   2/ ... , 

To   farms , 

From  farms , 

Farm  population,    April   1966 , 

Annual  rate  of  net  migration    (Pet.)   3/, 


Thou. 

10,817 

73 

183 

-110 

-851 

299 

-1,150 

11,595 

-7.6 


Thou. 


123 

250 

-127 

-811 

294 

-1,105 

-6.1 


1/   Figures   are   rounded   to   the   nearest   thousand  without   being   adjusted   to   group 
totals. 

2j   Includes    persons  who  did  not  move  but  who  were    In  or  out   of   the    farm  population 
because   agricultural  operations   on  the  places  where   they  were   living  either  ceased  or 
were  begun. 

3/  Based   on  annual   average  net   change   in  population  through  migration  per  100 
persons   in  the  average  April   farm  population   for   the   period   indicated. 
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the  year  amounted  to  73,000,  and  offset  to 
a  small  extent  the  net  loss  frommigration 
and  reclassification. 

Because  the  annual  estimates  of 
changes  in  farm  population  fluctuate  in 
part  from  sampling  variation,  averages 
of  the  components  of  change  for  a  period 
of  several  years  are  considered  more 
reliable  than  those  from  one  year  to  the 
next.  For  1960-67,  the  farm  population 
is  estimated  to  have  sustained  an  annual 
average  net  loss  of  811,000  persons 
through  migration  and  reclassification 
of  residence.  The  annual  rate  of  such 
loss  for  this  7-year  period  was  6.1 
percent.  Although  this  rate  of  loss 
is  higher  than  that  of  5.3  percent  for 
1950-60,  the  absolute  annual  amount  of 
net  loss  is  one-fifth  smaller.  The  re- 
duction in  average  amount  of  net  loss 
from  migration  and  reclassification  re- 
flects the  reduced  size  of  the  farm 
population  from  which  the  migrants  are 
drawn. 

Estimates  for  the  major  geographic 
divisions  and  regions  of  the  United  States 
will     appear     in    the     1967    final    report. 

Definitions.- -The  preliminary  esti- 
mates presented  in  this  report  relate  to 
the  rural  civilian  population  living  on 
farms,  regardless  of  occupation.  Ac- 
cording to  the  definition  adopted  for  the 
I960    Census   of  Population,  farm  popula- 


tion consists  of  persons  residing  onplaces 
of  10  acres  or  more  from  which  at 
least  $50  worth  of  farm  products  were 
sold  in  the  preceding  year,  and  on  places 
of  less  than  10  acres  from  which  at 
least  $250  worth  of  products  were  sold. 
Persons  living  on  what  might  be  con- 
sidered farmland  are  classed  as  nonfarm 
if  they  rent  for  cash  a  house  and  yard 
only.  Likewise,  persons  in  institutions, 
summer  camps,  motels,  and  tourist  camp3 
located  in  the  open  country  are  also 
classed  as  nonfarm.  Unmarried  persons 
attending  college  away  from  home,  and 
whose  usual  place  of  residence  is  a  farm, 
are  treated  as  farm  residents  in  the 
surveys,  although  this  procedure  is  dif- 
ferent from  that  used  in  the  decennial 
census. 

Sources  and  limitations. --Annual  esti- 
mates of  the  number  of  people  living  on 
farms  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole 
are  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
As  these  estimates  are  based  on  sample 
data,  they  are  subject  to  sampling  vari- 
ability. A  more  complete  statement 
on  the  sample,  and  on  variability  due 
to  sampling,  will  be  issued  in  the  final 
report  for  1967. 

Data  for  components  of  farm  population 
change  are  based  on  a  mail- questionnaire 
survey  conducted  for  the  Economic  Re- 
search Service  by  the  Statistical  Reporting 
Service. 
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